Olson Nature Preserve (ONP) in Boone County, Nebraska; December, 2011.
Prairie Plains staff and volunteers spent several days clearing weed trees
there - and at Ratzlaff and Griffith Prairies - in November and December.

Remembering

Norman L. Smith
(July 19, 1925- December 21, 2011)

The year was 1993. A group of people from Albion and Petersburg was
investigatinghe possibility of creating a natur@reserve on a Boone County
property that had been bequeathed to several entitidy Grant and Berenice
Olson. They were looking for a single agency or organization to hold the land.
Norm and Donna Smith from Albion were prominent members of this group.

Now Donna just happened to recall reading something about a couple starting
an organization based in Aurora that had been written up in tt@maha World
Heraldin the early 1980s. In fact, she was able to retrieve it from her files. She
and Norm re-read the piece and headed for the phone.
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organizationds directo
him, along with then board member Orvin Bontrager. Norm, Biind Orvin

met with severalother
Bill whimey| lOCals at the land in

question on March 17th
At the end ofthe day, there
was no doubtinany one
mind that it was something for Prairie Plains Resoureestitute
to pursue.

Norm became the architect and compiler of a feasibility
study to document the resources of the property, its history
and intended uses to convince the beneficiaries of thestate to
donate part of the land to an entity that could manage it.

The rest is history: The Olson Nature Preserve became
reality in 1995, one of the finest educational land preserves

Norm at the ONP dedication
in June, 2000.

in the state. It would have never happened without the

determined effort of Norm Smith and the group that became Norm was honored with the Charles L. Whitney

: _ : Award for Outstanding Service in 2004. Pictured with
Thieman, Mitch Osborn, Tom Dickey and Bob Zouchal him are his wife, Donna, and Bill and Jan Whitney.

know as the ONP Stewards, including Mitzi Fox, Ted



