Kevin Jurotich and Marcy Santin, two of the volunteers
that transplanted greenhouse-grown seedlings into a
3-year-old restoration site at Griffith Prairie on
September 13 & 20. The crews each week worked

Aut

umn delights - Left, clockwise:

Rough gayfeather and syrphid flies at
Pokorny Prairie; downy gentian at
Griffith Prairie; New England asters
and (below) butterfly milkweed
pods/seeds atLincoln Creek Prairie.
Photos by SarahBailey.

hard and plugged in over 1,600 seedlings, including
over 30 different species. Some of the plants were
marked by GPS so that we can monitor the success
of the transplants. Fall plantings seems to work
quite well for these prairie plants. A group of seedlings
on the Griffith property was followed from fall 2011

when it was planted to early summer 2013. We
found a survival rate of about 75%.

THANK YOU, volunteers Dan & Tracy Glomski,
Marcy Santin, Kevin Jurotich, Olivia Hoppe, Alex
Lohrmeyer, Alex Briner, Eastlyn Wright, Rosanne
Navas, Lilly Blase, Barb & Britt Bailey and Mary
Harders!

It was wonderful to
see S0 many monarch
butterflies in the
restoration site on
Sept. 20. They love
the pitcher sage!
Monarchs have been
in decline for the last
ten years. To monitor
their status and learn
more:
monarchwatch.org

THANKS to Carolyn
Albracht and Cindy
McClellan for including
Prairie Plains in the recent
art weekend in Aurora,
Sept. 2627. Sarah Bailey
taught a nature photography
workshop at the Nebraska
Art Teachers Association
conference at The Leader-
ship Center; Jan Whitney
participated with an
information table about
Prairie Plains. The week-
end also included the first
annual Aurora Art Walk,
held Saturday; evening
events included the
PrairiePlains band!

Please note: Prairie Plains is now registered as an Amazon Smile organizat

When shopping on

purchases. Find Prairie Plains Resource Institute in

s
your Smile organization. For every qualifying Amazon purchase, Prairie Plains
receives .5% of your purchase from Amazon. After you sign up for "Smile" you

will need to start each shopping session at the URL.:

http://smile.amazon.com/in order for Amazon to donate to Prairie Plains.

amazon.
to sign up for Smile by choosing a neprofit organization to benefit from your

com,

the listing and choose it
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Next generation: These two Prairie Plains staff sons Cam Jones and Cy Bullerman
have grown up knowing that fall prairie seed collecting is just a matter of
course. They teamed up with Camds
five gallons of prairie clover seed from the Griffith 2003 restoration site.
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Sherman Ranch Update

As has been previously reported (see the October 20Ptairie Plains Link
under publications at prairieplains.org), Prairie Plains Resource Institute was
granted an option to purchase the 65@cre Sherman Ranch in 2011. The property includes bluffs, canyons
and subirrigated lowland prairie along a mile of Platte River frontaggust a mile downstream from Griffith
Prairie. Tom Sherman, who passed away in May, wanted to make sure upon his passing that his land would
become available for public use a covenant which Prairie Plains aims to uphold. He expressed his wishes in
detail in an interview recorded by Larry Molczyk
Sherman on the Land. ¢

In a highly developed agricultural area like Hamilton County, which rivals lowa's corn and soybean productivity,
the very existence of the Sherman Ranch is unusual. Aestheticallias the power to transport a person into
another realmd one notably more western. One can be surrounded
as far as the eye can see by unbroken prairie under a 3@6gree
dome of sky. Connecting to the history of this place, visitors can
easily seclude themselves in a rugged canyon or stand on a
promontory and gaze north across the wide Platte Valleyhe
historic Platte River Roaé to and beyond the Lincoln Highway
(US 30) and the Transcontinental Railroad (UP) still in plain sight
in their modern forms.
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We have until November 2015 to exercise the purchase option,
and we must act immediately. Presently $800,000 is lined up
toward this goal, which includes a $450,000 grant from the
Nebraska Environmental Trust, and a $350,000 third party partner
contribution (contingent on the likelihood of that party receiving a
grant). In addition, we have received a pledge challenge for
$100,000 from the J. A. Woollam Foundation in Lincoln, Nebraska,
provided we raise $200,000 in new funds. If we are able to leverage
the Woollam Foundation pledge soon, we will have a total of
$1.1 million, over half way to our land acquisition goal.

be prompted

View north across the lowland to the Platte. continued g



